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Housing

The manifesto focuses on Brexit (the campaign slogan is ‘Get Brexit 
Done, unleash Britain’s Potential’) and the economic framework to 
support Brexit. To “Get Brexit Done”, they hope to put Boris Johnson’s 
Brexit deal to parliament before Christmas, with the promise to leave 
the EU by 31 January.
There are a lot of ambitions in the manifesto that have not been costed 
in the manifesto back up. The Institute for Fiscal Studies said it is 
“highly” likely the Tories will end up spending more than the manifesto 
pledges, thus taxing and borrowing more. 

The party manifesto would see an increase in the role of the state. It 
is estimated that their measures would push up day-to-day spending 
by £80 billion in 2023–24, which would be an almost 10% increase on 
what is currently planned. The manifesto has been criticised for being 
hard to be deliver, because of the scale of increase in capital spending. 
Labour’s plans will be backed by income tax increases for those 
earning over £80,000/year, as well as increases to wealth and 
corporation tax (the planned increase would mean the UK having 
corporation tax higher than any other G7 country).
There is a theme of decentralising decision-making and strengthening 
local democracy. 

The Liberal Democrats’ key focus is that they would revoke Article 
50 and therefore stop Brexit. They also unveiled a “responsible and 
realistic” £130bn package of additional infrastructure investment, 
which includes a commitment to spending at least £50bn of this 
outside of London. 
Much of the funding of these infrastructure projects is to come from an 
expected “remain bonus” (extra GDP growth as a result of staying in 
the EU) and marginal increases to income and corporation taxes. 
If the party fails to gain a majority, it would push for another 
referendum, in which it would campaign for Remain.

•  Ending Right to Buy and come up with an alternative to focus on first 
time buyers on “ordinary incomes.”

•  New definition of “affordable” to be linked with local incomes.
•  Rent increases caped with inflation and cities to have powers to 

further cap rents. 
•  New levy on overseas companies buying housing. 
•  Councils given powers to tax homes that are empty for over a year. 
•  Decent Homes programme to restore all council and housing 

association homes. 
•  New national levy on second homes used as holiday homes. 
•  £1bn Fire Safety Fund to fit sprinklers and other fire safety measures 

in all high rise council / Housing Association blocks with mandatory 
standards enforced and inspected by fully trained Fire and Rescue 
Service officers. 

•  New English Sovereign Land Trust with powers to buy land more 
cheaply for low-cost housing. 

•  “Use it or lose it” powers for land on stalled housing schemes. 
•  Social housing programme of at least 150,000 new council and social 

homes per year with 100,000 of these for social rent. 

•  Direct spending on housebuilding to help build 300,000 homes a 
year by 2024, including 100,000 social homes. 

•  Proposing a “Rent to Own” scheme enabling social housing 
residents to own an increasing stake in their home, which allows 
them to own after 30 years. 

•  “Help to Rent” which gives first-time renters under 30 years old a 
government-backed tenancy deposit loan.  

•  Reform Building Standards to ensure that all new homes built from 
2022 have full connectivity to ultra-fast broadband and use of smart 
technologies. 

•  Scrapping the rule allowing the conversion of offices and shops to 
residential without planning permission. 

•  Emergency programme to insulate all of Britain’s homes by 2030. 

•  Maintain commitment to Right to Buy.
•  Encourage new long-term fixed rate mortgages
•  Extend Help to Buy from 2021 to 2023.
•  Better Deal for Renters to bring in new guidelines for renters/

landlords. 
•  New 3% surcharge on non-UK resident buyers. 
•  Support for modern methods of construction to deliver towards the 

housing target of 300,000 homes per year.
•  £10bn Single Housing Infrastructure Fund to help deliver infrastructure 

for housing (GPs, roads, schools etc). 
•  Allow councils to use money raised from developers throughout the 

planning process to build new homes for local people at a discount of 
up to a third. 

•  To publish a new social housing whitepaper 
•  Pledged to renew the affordable homes programme. 
•  Simplify planning. 

Construction 
summary

Construction wise, there is a mention of support for MMC and 
simplifying the planning process. Housing target is 1 million homes 
over the next five years and additional infrastructure funding was 
promised for rail hubs, yet the HS2 decision will await the result of the 
Oakervee review. 
Conservatives will help lower energy bills by investing £9.2bn in the 
energy efficiency of homes, schools and hospitals. 
The Tories have extended the Help to Buy scheme from 2021 to 2023 
and will review new ways to support home ownership following its 
completion. They wish to support this by bringing in a stamp duty 
surcharge on non-UK resident buyers.

Labour’s headline £75bn “housing revolution” promises the biggest 
council house building programme in decades, committing to 
100,000 new socially rented homes a year as well as restorations 
to council homes. The manifesto also provides commitment to a 
number of infrastructure projects such as HS2 and its expansion to 
Scotland. 
They intend to give more planning powers to local authorities and 
implement “use it or lose it” powers for land in stalled housing 
schemes. As the party is heavily focused on climate change. Further 
regulation would be implemented to reach a net zero carbon 
economy by 2030, regulation that will also touch on construction. 
They will also reform Help to Buy to focus  on first-time buyers 
and introduce a levy on overseas companies buying housing, while 
prioritising local people for new homes built in their area.

The party pledged ‘significant’ investment in infrastructure, 
will scrap the rule that allows the conversion of office buildings 
into residential without planning permission and will unfold an 
emergency programme to insulate all of Britain’s homes by 2030. 
Liberal Democrats will also implement a 10 year programme to 
reduce building emissions and require all buildings to a zero-carbon 
standard by 2021. 
If elected, the party will not go ahead with the expansion of 
Heathrow. 



Tax and pay

•  Maintain corporation tax at current levels. 
•  Increase the National Living Wage to two thirds of average earnings 

(currently forecast to be £10.50/hour) and widen its reach to everyone 
over 21. 

•  Abolish employers’ National Insurance Contributions for under-21s and 
apprentices under 25. 

•  National Insurance threshold rate increased to £9,500.
•  “Ultimate ambition” to raise Income tax threshold to £12,500, although 

this is not costed in the document. 
•  Income tax, National Insurance and VAT are guaranteed to not 

increase for five years. 
•  Review business rates and reduce rates for retail businesses. 
•  Introduce new anti-evasion measures, such as doubling the maximum 

prison term to 14 years 

•  Reverse cuts to corporation tax but keep rates lower than in 2010. 
Headline rate would increase to 26% but a small profits rate of 21% 
introduced for companies with a turnover less than £300,000.

•  Real Living Wage of at least £10/hour for all workers over 16. 
•  Enforce maximum pay ratios of 20:1.
•  Public sector pay to be restored to pre-crisis levels with year-on-year 

above inflation increases starting with 5% this year. 
•  New income tax rates:  

£80,000/year (45p)  
over £125,000 (50p)  
Income Tax and National Insurance are unchanged below £80,000. 

•  Increase Capital Gains taxes to bring them in line with income taxes. 
•  Abolishing zero-hours contracts. 
•  Review of how best to manage high street business rates with the 

option of a land value tax.

•  Restore corporation tax to 20%
•  Taxing income from capital more fairly compared to income from 

work by abolishing the separate Capital Gains Tax-free allowance. 
•  Replace Business Rates in England with a Commercial Landowner 

Levy based on the land value of commercial sites, not on the entire 
capital value. 

•  Independent consultation on how to set a genuine Living Wage 
across all sectors. 

•  Setting a 20% higher minimum wage for people on zero hours 
contracts and giving the right to request a fixed-hours contract after 
12-months of zero-hours, with a right to not be refused. 

Immigration

•  Australian-style points-based system to control immigration.
•  Most people coming to the UK will need a clear job offer. 
•  New Start up visas.
•  Fewer ‘low skill’ migrants (but an increased seasonal worker quota). 
• EU migrants given equal rights as Non-EU migrants. 
•  The Health Immigration Surcharge will be increased to £625 and 

expanded to EEA nationals.

•  Recognition that if we leave the EU, freedom of movement will be 
subject to negotiations but will recognise the social and economic 
benefits brought by free movement. 

•  EU nationals given the automatic right to continue living and working 
in the UK.

•  Scrap numerical targets along with the 2014 Immigration Act. 
•  Restore the overseas domestic workers’ visa. 

•  Two year visa for students to work after graduation.
•  Retain freedom of movement (brought about by stopping Brexit).

Infrastructure / 
public works

•  Build and fund 40 new hospitals over the next 10 years, in addition to 
20 hospital upgrades announced over the summer. 

•  £2.75bn to refurbish and create modern prisons. 
•  £100bn in additional infrastructure funding on roads, rail and other 

responsible investment e.g. £4bn for flood defences. 
•  Rail: Northern Powerhouse Rail, Midlands rail hub, improve trainlines 

to South West and East Anglia. Extend contactless to 200 more 
stations in the South East. 

•  £29bn investment in strategic roads.
•  New runway at Heathrow will be a private venture, it will receive no 

new public funding.
•  HS2 decision will await the results of the Oakervee review.
•  £2bn pothole programme.
•  £350m Cycling Infrastructure Fund.
•  Bring full fibre and gigabit capable broadband to every home 

by 2025, including a £5bn fund for those homes that are not 
commercially viable.

•  £14bn for schools (as promised during Boris Johnsons’s first months 
in office) - building extra free schools. 

•  Invest almost £2bn to upgrade the entire further education college 
estates.

•  Three new steel recycling plants and upgrading existing production 
plants. 

•  Unlock capacity and extend high-speed rail networks nationwide by 
completing the full HS2 route to Scotland. (“Crossrail for the North”)

•  £5.6bn for flood defences, prioritising areas most at risk (North West 
Midlands, Yorkshire, and East Midlands). 

•  £150bn Social Transformation Fund to replace, upgrade and expand 
schools, hospitals, care homes, and council houses. Public buildings 
will be modernised to ensure a lower carbon footprint. 

•  Free nationalised full-fibre broadband to all by 2030. 

•  An “ambitious National Industrial Strategy”.
•  A £130bn package of additional infrastructure investment, taking 

advantage of low interest rates: 
•  ‘Significant’ investment in public infrastructure: ultra-low-emission 

rail, HS2, Crossrail 2, East-West Rail,  and other new strategic rail 
routes. 

•  Hyper-fast, fibre-optic broadband across the UK, with a particular 
focus on rural areas.

•  £50bn Regional Rebalancing Programme for infrastructure spending 
across all of the UK. Local authorities will be given greater devolved 
powers in deciding how funds will be used. 

•  Continue to champion the Northern Powerhouse and the Midlands 
Engine. 

•  Clearing the backlog of repairs to schools and college buildings. 
•  No support for expanding Heathrow or airports in the South East. 

Brexit

To “get Brexit Done”. Put Boris Johnson’s Brexit deal to parliament 
before Christmas and promises to leave the EU by 31 January.
The Brexit deal sets out own tariffs, new trade deals, own laws, new free 
trade agreement with the EU, out of the single market, and any form of 
custom union, end the role of the European Court of Justice, introduce 
an Australian-style points-based immigration system, we are in control 
of our finishing waters and keep the implementation phase until Dec 
2020. Furthermore, it is wished to create 10 freeports around the UK.

To secure a “sensible” Brexit deal within three months (based on a 
new EU-UK customs union and close EU single market alignment) and 
hold a Final Say referendum on the deal by the summer along side 
the option to remain. Jeremy Corbyn would remain neutral during the 
campaign.
•  EU citizens in the UK no longer have to apply to continue living and 

working in the country. 
•  This final say referendum will be legally binding.

Revoke Article 50. If it fails to win a majority, the party would push for 
another referendum, in which it would campaign for Remain.



Other

•  Repeal Fixed Term Parliaments Act
•  Aim to drive greater levels of foreign investment into the UK through 

bodies such as the Northern Powerhouse, Western Gateway, and 
Midlands Engine. 

•  Make the UK a global hub for life sciences after Brexit. 
•  Increase domestic public R&D spending, including in basic science 

research to meet 2.4% of GDP.

•  Reduce voting age to 16.
•  £1bn Cultural Capital Fund for libraries, museums and galleries. 
•  £250bn of lending for enterprise, infrastructure and innovation over 10 

years.
•  Target for 3% of GDP to be spent on R&D by 2030. 
•  Reduce average full-time weekly working hours to 32 across the 

economy, funded by productivity increases. 
•  Nationalise the big six energy firms, National grid, the water industry, 

Royal Mail, railways and the broadband arm of BT.

•  Increase the Strength in Places Fund, to boost research and 
development outside of the ‘Golden Triangle’ of Oxford-Cambridge-
London.

•  Require all government agencies, contractors, and companies with 
more than 250 employees to sign the prompt payment code, making 
it enforceable. 

 •  Create a new ‘start-up allowance’ to help those starting a new 
business.

Climate

•  Net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. 
•  £9.2bn to improve the energy efficiency of homes, schools and 

hospitals including install energy saving measures to cut bills in 2.2m 
homes. 

•  Set up a new and independent Office For Environmental Protection 
and introduce legal targets, including for air quality.

•  Establish a net-zero carbon economy by 2030.  
•  Kick-start a Green Industrial Revolution – creating a National 

Investment bank, backed up by a Regional Developed banks, 
to provide £250bn of lending for enterprise, infrastructure and 
innovation over 10 years. 

•  New Clean Air Act with a vehicle scrappage scheme and clean air 
zones. 

 •  Give local government greater freedom to set planning fees and by 
requiring the climate and environmental emergency to be factored 
into all planning decisions.

•  Bring forward net-zero target to 2045. 
•  Insulate all of the UK’s homes by 2030.
•  Ensure 80% of electricity comes from renewable sources by 2030. 
•  Ban fracking and non-recyclable, single-use plastics. 
•  Ensure all cars are electric by 2030.
•  Tax frequent flyers.
•  Ten year programme to reduce building emissions and require all new 

buildings to be built to a zero-carbon standard by 2021, “rising to a 
more ambitious Passivhaus standard by 2025”.

•  £5bn of initial capital for a new Green Investment Bank.
•  New Clean Air Act.
•  Extend Ultra-Low Emission Zones to ten more towns and cities

Tackling the 
skills crisis / 

training 

•  £3bn National Skills Fund. •  Abolish tuition fees and reinstate maintenance grants. 
•  Funding for training up to level 3 for everyone. 
•  Reversing a lot of the cuts that schools have seen recently and a shift 

away from academies. 
•  Climate Apprenticeship programme to enable employers to develop 

the skills needed for clean technology.
•  Create a National Education Service to provide vocational training 

through life. 

•  Future Skills Wallet of £10,000/person to spend on approved courses 
(Government funds composed of £4000, at age 25, £3,000 at 
40 and £3,000 at age 55). Government will work with industry to 
identify and accredit courses. 

•  Apprenticeship Levy expanded into Skills and Training Levy.
•  National Skills Strategy for key sectors
•  £1bn for Further Education funding, including refunding colleges VAT 

paid.  


